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12-3-2021 Council Communications Topics:

 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->City Teams Up, Repairs Street in a Day

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->Alliant Energy Battery Storage Systems

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->Rollin’ Recmobile Grant

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->Stump Removal and Tree Planting

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->Broadband Analysis

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->Age Friendly Community Survey

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->Parks Update

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->COVID-19 Cases

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->1500 2nd Ave SE Acquisition

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->Winter Overflow Shelter

 

City Teams Up, Repairs Street in a Day

North Towne Place NE was a privately owned street, situated just off the I-380
Blairs Ferry Road exit. The street serves several multifamily residential buildings
and some local businesses/manufacturing. Over the years, the City has taken
concerns from the neighborhood regarding the street’s condition, however due to
the private ownership of the road, the City has been unable to address the
concerns. This past spring, the Right of Way division began a process to obtain
ownership of the street due to significant road surface deterioration and safety
hazards to the traveling public. In the meantime, the City closed the street and
adjacent City ROW to limit access and keep the public safe. After closing on the
real estate and bringing the repair project to Council for acceptance last Tuesday,
Streets division crews completed emergency repairs to the street surface in under
24 hours. The work occurred outside of the typical seasonal window, making the
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project’s turnaround all the more extraordinary. The street has been restored to a
condition that is safe for use and prepared for winter maintenance. More complete
repairs will be scheduled in a future year. Thanks to City staff who helped to
innovate, team up and find a way to improve quality of life in this neighborhood.

 

 

Alliant Energy Battery Storage Systems

Alliant Energy is installing (6) six battery storage systems within the city limits of
Cedar Rapids, to be located between 18th St. SW and 12th St. SW between Wilson
Ave. SW and 33rd Ave. SW.

Alliant Energy would like to go on line with this system in early 2022.

 

The Fire marshal’s office is working closely with Bob Tandy from Alliant Energy
to assure the safety of all residents in the area as well as the safety of responding
firefighters by assuring that a sufficient water supply and access to the battery
storage site is code compliant. This communication is ongoing. Attached is a map
of where the system will be located, as well as a picture of the battery storage
itself.

Rollin’ Recmobile Grant

The Parks and Recreation Department was awarded a $15,000 grant from the
Greater Cedar Rapids Community Foundation to be used for the Rollin’
Recmobile program in 2022. Grant funds will be used to purchase equipment and
provide staffing for a second van to expand activities to additional parks sites next
year.

 

The Rollin' Recmobile targets Cedar Rapids youth, ages 6-15. The program
provides structured summer activities, interactions with positive mentors, physical
fitness and games. Other City departments including Police, Fire, Community
Development and the Public Library provide outreach through the program. In
addition, more than 40 external organizations join the Rollin’ Recmobile at park
sites.

Stump Removal and Tree Planting

The stump grinding contract is scheduled to begin in the spring of 2022. Prior to
the start of the contract staff will work with the contractor to provide detailed post
derecho stump information and communicate expectations for removals. The City



is anticipated to release the bid for 2022 right-of-way tree planting in January.
Trees scheduled for fall right-of-way planting have been rescheduled for spring in
anticipation of better prices and more competitive bids. Until the contract begins,
Forestry staff will continue to integrate stump grinding into their daily work.

Broadband Analysis

A community broadband survey to understand the unique broadband landscape of
Cedar Rapids launched on December 2. A City team will work through January 9
to encourage participation in the analysis from all quadrants and demographic
groups. The survey can be accessed at https://crgis.cedar-
rapids.org/SpeedTest/index.html. A dashboard with participant results is available
at: https://cr-broadband-crgis.hub.arcgis.com/.

 

The project is critical to identifying key issues associated with Internet use for
small businesses and residents in Cedar Rapids. The survey will provide
necessary information to understanding challenges and equity in being able to use
the Internet. It will test broadband speed and gain data on broadband capabilities
across the city. ESRI will analyze the data and provide recommendations on
equity and reach. The project is part of the National League of Cities Capstone
Challenge Series. This pilot, no-cost initiative pairs strategic partners with
municipalities to work on projects that benefit their communities.

Age Friendly Community Survey

The City is currently seeking public input on the Age-Friendly Action Plan.
Information is requested on ways to increase livability in Cedar Rapids for all
ages. A short survey that will assist in prioritizing areas of improvement is open
through January 18 on the Age Friendly Action Plan page of the City’s website.
An ideas wall is also open where residents can post their ideas and experiences,
especially in the areas of civic participation, communication and information,
health and community, housing, open spaces and buildings, respect and inclusion,
social participation and transportation.

 

The action plan is part of the City’s involvement in the World Health
Organization (WHO) and American Association of Retired Persons (AARP) Age
Friendly Communities Network. This network is comprised of cities and states
across the country who are committed to making their communities livable for
residents of all ages, from the cradle through retirement. The development of an
Age-Friendly Action Plan supports the implementation of other municipal plans
including Envison CR, the Pedestrian Master Plan, Neighborhood Action Plans,
Area Action Plans and most recently the Community Climate Action Plan.

Parks Update
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<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->The City purchased a new ADA
compliant dock for Ellis Harbor. The dock features multiple kayak launching
decks, as well as several viewing areas. It will be available at the harbor
seasonally and stored on a custom-build trailer during the winter months.

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->A portion of the Sac and Fox Trail is
currently being resurfaced. Park and contract crews are working on the section
from the Cole Street trailhead to one mile southwest of the Otis Road bridge.
The section will be closed for approximately two weeks. 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->Park projects at Hughes and Redmond
Parks are nearing completion. Surfacing is being installed around the new
playground at Redmond Park. At Hughes Park, lights are being installed near
the sculpture and concrete curbing for the play area is being finished.

COVID-19 Cases

There are 13 employees who have tested positive for COVID since Wednesday,
November 24. Eight work in the Police Department, two in Solid Waste, two in
Fire, and one in WPC. We continue to require masks in all city facilities, and
emphasize COVID precautions to staff.

1500 2nd Ave SE Acquisition

A Resolution authorizing the execution of a purchase agreement for the former
Colonial Building located at 1500 2nd Ave SE will go before City Council on
December 7, 2021. City Council previously approved the option to purchase the
building, with an extension to do so by the end of the calendar year. The proposed
project will leverage federal grant funding to rehabilitate the existing blighted
building into affordable housing units.

Winter Overflow Shelter

The Winter Overflow Shelter opened early this year due to below freezing
evening temperatures. The winter shelter is open 7-days a week from 6 pm to 8
am and is located at the Linn County Fillmore Building at 520 11th Street NW.
The City and County have partnered to provide funding for staffing of the shelter
and are working to finalize transportation options for citizens on the weekends.

 


